
Four of our Year 6 pupils visited Ely St John’s Primary
School to take part in an inter-school English Challenge.
Ten schools competed, and we are incredibly proud to
share that our team came joint first! They will now be
heading to the finals in a few weeks’ time. Well done to
our brilliant Year 6 representatives!

Thank you, 
Richard Bakker 
Headteacher

HIBPS Newsletter
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Headteacher update
Dear Families, 

We had a wonderful World Book Day, filled with fabulous
costumes and glorious sunshine! The children loved
taking part in our book trail, spotting all the funny and
unusual places staff had been caught reading —
including Miss Burns hiding in a bin and Mrs Hilton
bottle‑feeding a lamb! Our parade was a real highlight,
with pupils confidently strutting their stuff along our
playground fashion‑show runway. It was a joyful
celebration of reading for everyone involved.

This week children in 4FS had a brilliant time at The
Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge and our Year 6
children were terrific in the football competition in
Cambourne. 



School News - 
Year 6 Cambridgeshire English Challenge

On Wednesday, four children from Year 6 took part in the Year 6
Cambridgeshire English Challenge in Ely. Competing against teams from
nine other primary schools across the region, the HIBPS team performed
brilliantly and finished as joint winners, securing automatic entry to the
finals later this month.

The challenge tested a wide range of English skills, including knowledge
of authors, book characters and titles, children’s laureates, vocabulary,
spelling and grammar. Our team worked superbly together and, most
importantly, thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

A huge well done to them, and thank you to the parents who supported
the event.

Mrs Beal



School News - #Take10ToRead 
Homework Challenge

Please follow the link, for information on the 
#Take10ToRead homework challenge. 

Post WBD Take10TimeToRead homework.docx​

Taking 10 minutes a day to be off screen and reading! How could
you go all in? Take a photo of you taking 10.

These photos will become part of a new library reading display
(for those with photo permissions). 

If you prefer sending your photo via email, you will be asked to
label the subject header as #Take10ToRead and class name;

your photo will be sent directly to your class teacher.   

https://cmat.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/HIJSStaff/IQClD2yF18ywQorr3ErDle_UAQTXLzpT4fTR-9zbejTN4fM?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8T2ZmaWNlQGJyb29rcHJpbWFyeS5jby51a3xiNmIzMDk0OTcwNzg0N2U3YjkyNjA4ZGU3YWYyNDdiNHxlMWQ5YjgyOTk4MTY0YzU0OWQ5Y2FkZTJkOGUzYWE2ZXwwfDB8NjM5MDgzMzc4MTY3MjE4NTY1fFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKRmJYQjBlVTFoY0draU9uUnlkV1VzSWxZaU9pSXdMakF1TURBd01DSXNJbEFpT2lKWGFXNHpNaUlzSWtGT0lqb2lUV0ZwYkNJc0lsZFVJam95ZlE9PXwwfHx8&sdata=V1kxMnRWbmVXVUh2M3J0ZDZDbE9xZWVNazZNcFVMTkpYbjVTVW8ySUE0QT0%3d


School News - National Year of Reading

2026 is the National Year of Reading

Across the UK, children and young people are reading less than they used to, and
stories aren’t getting the space they once did. When reading drops, confidence,

imagination and learning often dip too. That’s why 2026 is shining a national
spotlight on reading. 

To kick off the National Year of Reading, we’re encouraging everyone in our school
community—and across our trust—to take just 10 minutes each day to read

something you enjoy. Take a look at our “Ten Ways to Take 10” poster for ideas and
inspiration! 

From teachers to TAs, from Reception to Year 6, and from families to Finance teams,
we’re making 2026 the year we #Take10ToRead and #GoAllIn with reading. Let’s get

started… and let’s get reading! 



026 HIBPS Amazon Wish List for Reading Books: Could you donate a book to the school?  

As part of our ongoing commitment to promoting a love of reading - and in celebration of 2026 being
The Year of Reading - we are continuing to enhance the high-quality reading resources available to

pupils at HIBPS.quality reading resources available to pupils at HIBPS. 

We have created an Amazon Wish List where parents and carers can choose a book (or several!) to
donate to the school. When purchasing, you can add a personalised gift note, which we will attach
inside the book so children can see who it was donated by. This is a wonderful way to help keep our
library fresh, exciting, and inviting, and a lovely opportunity to leave a small legacy in the form of a

reading gift. 

The books on the list have been carefully selected by teaching staff to reflect the diversity of our
children, spark imagination, and help them explore the world around them. 

If you would like to gift a book to the school, you can find the Amazon Wish List here:
https://amzn.eu/fecnh8o 

Thank you for your continued support in helping us nurture a community of enthusiastic, confident
readers. 



Welcome Mr Carminati! 
This week we also welcome a new member of staff to HIBPS. Mr Carminati will be
teaching sport on a Thursday and Friday each week, in addition to teaching at other
local trust schools. 

We’ve all appreciated his energy and enthusiasm this week! We are passionate
about sport at HIBPS so we’ve no doubt he will enrich the offer for the children. 

KS1 updates

Year 1 - programming on Scratch

Year 2 - reading with buddies!

Year 1 - World Book Day Trail!

Year 2 - World Book Day Fun



Welcome Mr Carminati! 
This week we also welcome a new member of staff to HIBPS. Mr Carminati will be
teaching sport on a Thursday and Friday each week, in addition to teaching at other
local trust schools. 

We’ve all appreciated his energy and enthusiasm this week! We are passionate
about sport at HIBPS so we’ve no doubt he will enrich the offer for the children. 

KS2 updates

Year 3 - admiring their new reading
display!Year 3 - reading with buddies

Year 4 - World Book Day! Year 4 - World Book Day and IT!



Welcome Mr Carminati! 
This week we also welcome a new member of staff to HIBPS. Mr Carminati will be
teaching sport on a Thursday and Friday each week, in addition to teaching at other
local trust schools. 

We’ve all appreciated his energy and enthusiasm this week! We are passionate
about sport at HIBPS so we’ve no doubt he will enrich the offer for the children. 

KS2 updates

Year 5 - sketching in art

Year 6 - World Book Day Year 6 -World Book Day with buddies!

Year 5 - sketching in art



Date Time Event

Monday 23  February  -
Monday 9  March

rd

th
from 18:00 on

23rd. Parent Consultation Bookings are live on MCAS

Monday 9  Marchth 9:30-11:30 Reception and Year 6  - Measuring Programme

Tuesday 10  Marchth Appointments
from 3.30pm All Years - Parents Consultation Evening Appts.

Wednesday 11  Marchth Appointments
from 3.30pm All Years - Parents Consultation Evening Appts.

Monday 16  Marchth 10:00 Level 2 & 3 - Bikeability Training

Friday 20  Marchth 4.45pm-6pm Reception & KS1 Classes -  Movie Night

Wednesday 25  Marchth TBC Year 5 - Trip to see the Lion King in London

Tuesday 21  Aprilst TBC Years 1.3 & 4 Giant Journey - Virtual Reality
Experience

Monday 11  May -
Thursday 14  May

th

th Mornings Year 6 - SATs week

Tuesday 19  Mayth 9:00 am
onwards All Years - Class Photos with YEP

Monday 1st - Wednesday
3  Junerd TBC Year 6 - Residential Trip to Grafham Water Centre

Friday 12  Juneth 3.15pm-6pm PTFA School Summer Fair

Monday 22  June &
Tuesday 23  June

nd

rd TBC Year 6 - IVC Transition Days

Key Dates : This Term



PTFA SPRING
TERM EVENTS

SAVE THE DATES

MAR  
WEDS 4

MAR  
FRI 20

MAR  
FRI 20

MAR-APR

APR  

APR  
7.30pm, Tawa, Histon

 
4.45pm, Brook School

FRI 17

WEDS 29

RAISE £20.26 IN 2026
Launching 23  Marchrd

DISCOS-Y3/4 & Y5/6
BrookSchool - more soon!

PTFA MEETING

PTFA MEETING
7.30pm, Tawa, Histon

Y1 CAKE SALE
3.15pm, Brook School

MOVIENIGHT-RECEPTION& KS1





HOW IT WORKS KEY DETAILS

Show your card on
arrival - present your card
(or the photo of it below
on your phone) when you
arrive at the café, not
when you pay at the end.

Shop as normal - there's
no discount, but 10% of
everything you purchase
goes straight to the PTFA.

Use Click & Collect too! -
the scheme also works
with Stir's Click and
Collect service. Simply
write 'Histon and
Impington Brook PTFA' in
the notes at checkout.

Where: Stir Histon branch
only
When: Monday 9th March –
Sunday 19th April 2025
Card: Physical copy or a
photo on your phone (see
image below) — both are
accepted

HIBPS PTFA

STIR FUNDRAISER
Sip, Shop & Support - Our Fundraising Scheme is Back!

We'vepartneredwith Stir Histon for a fantastic fundraisingopportunity! From
 

Monday 9th March to Sunday 19th April, simplyshow yourPTFAcard when
you visit Stir Histon and 10% of your purchase will be donated directly to our
school's fundraising pot - at no extra cost to you.

https://www.yourstir.co.uk/collections/all
https://www.yourstir.co.uk/collections/all
https://www.yourstir.co.uk/collections/all


HIBPS PTFA PRESENTS

RECEPTION, YEAR 1 & YEAR 2
 

Please book your ticket in advance:
www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs

Due to capacity this event is forHIBPS Reception, Year 1 &Year2 children only - siblings are
unable to attend. Parents & carers will be responsible for their children.

 

WITH PARENTS & CARERS

MOVIE NIGHT

 

MADAGASCAR
 TICKETS £6 PER CHILD inc POPCORN & a DRINK

BAR FOR PARENTS & CARERS

FRI 20th MARCH, 4.45-6.30pm
HISTON & IMPINGTON BROOK SCHOOL

Wearyour pyjamas & bring a cushion!

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/hijs


HIBPS PTFA

REGULAR GIVING
No time for bake sales? 

Here'sthe thing- ourPTFA helps fund a range of enrichingactivitiesand
projects.Fromnew booksyourkids love, to amazing playgroundequipment,
subsidising school trips that create memories and more. 

PAYROLL GIVING STANDING ORDER

Tax-efficient: £10 a month costs
you only £8 (just £6 for higher
rate taxpayers)

Charity name: Histon and
Impington Brook Primary
School Parent-Teacher-
Friends Association
Charity number: 268870

On board? Click this link to get
started

 
Set up a standing order to:

Account number: 43091589

Sort code: 20-17-20
Bank: Barclays
Account name: Histon and
Impington Brook School PTA
Ref: Your name 

Email hijspta@gmail.com a Gift Aid

form so we can claim an extra 25p
for every £1 donated.

However, we can only do it with your help. The good news? If you're time-
poor but still able to give, then a regular donation is an easy way to
contribute. 

£10/month = less than two fancy coffees. But 50 families doing it =
£6,000/year for our kids. They'll benefit from it. Everyone wins.

mailto:hr@company.com?subject=Payroll%20Giving%20Request&body=Hi%20%5BHR%20Team%5D%0D%0A%0D%0ADo%20we%20offer%20payroll%20giving?%20If%20so,%20I%27d%20like%20to%20set%20up%20a%20monthly%20donation%20of%20%C2%A3%5Bamount%5D%20to%20my%20child%27s%20school%20PTA:%0D%0A%0D%0AName:%20HISTON%20AND%20IMPINGTON%20BROOK%20PRIMARY%20SCHOOL%20PARENT-TEACHER-FRIENDS%20ASSOCIATION%0D%0ACharity%20Number:%20268870%0D%0A%0D%0AIf%20we%20don%27t%20currently%20offer%20it,%20could%20we%20look%20into%20it?%20I%20think%20other%20colleagues%20would%20be%20interested%20too.%0D%0A%0D%0AThanks
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k_H0L-p6y8lxm8iN0SOMl5lNup-8QJ_9/view
mailto:hijspta@gmail.com?subject=PTA%20Donation%20-%20Gift%20Aid%20Form&body=Hi%20PTA%0D%0A%0D%0AI%E2%80%99m%20planning%20to%20make%20a%20donation%20to%20the%20PTA%20of%20%5B%C2%A3X%5D.%20Please%20find%20attached%20my%20completed%20Gift%20Aid%20Form.%0D%0A%0D%0AAll%20the%20best
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k_H0L-p6y8lxm8iN0SOMl5lNup-8QJ_9/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k_H0L-p6y8lxm8iN0SOMl5lNup-8QJ_9/view


Our Outside School 
Achievements!

We love seeing your fabulous achievements outside of school! 
Please e-mail the office at office@brookprimary.co.uk if you have any achievements you would like to

celebrate with everyone! 
Please say if you and your child are happy for it to go in the Newsletter, in the school Celebration Assembly

or on the Celebration Wall, or any combination of these.

Amelia, Alice and Lara took part in their first tennis tournament on Saturday — and
what a day it was! They played brilliantly, had so much fun, and all came home

with medals. So proud of their effort, teamwork and big smiles on court.

Well done Girls!



Gymnastics Super Star!
On Sunday Vincent went to an NGL (National Gymnastics League)

competition in Luton. He competed on 6 pieces and there were 11 people
in his age category. He won bronze on Pummel, Silver on parallel bars and

Gold on floor. 

Well done Vince! you must have worked really hard!



At the weekend Elijah and his team came 2nd overall in the CVL Basketball
tournament. 

They worked really hard winning their last 4 games over the season. 
We are really proud of all his training and dedication to the team. 

Elijah - Basket Ball Star



Parent Notices

Unfortunately during the half-
term holiday Benjamin's scooter

appears to have been taken from
the bicycle/scooter parking area
on Thursday 19 February between

08:35 and 17:45, while he was
attending the Cambridge Kids

Holiday club.

It is a rainbow-coloured,
foldable 2-wheel scooter with

adjustable handlebars. It has a
small wicker basket attached

to the front and a sticker
underneath with the name

“Benjamin Middleton”

It was parked in the
bicycle/scooter area to the left

when entering the school, the row
closest to the parking, in the

covered scooter area. If anyone
has any information, or seen the
scooter then please let us know.

This has been reported to the
Police.

Stolen Scooter - Can you help?





Activity 

A Bit About Me 

Parenting top tip 
Whattodowhenchildrenargue 

Children often argue because they haven’t yet learned emotional regulation skills.
Helping them practise calm-down techniques during non-stressful times makes it more likely they’ll use
them during conflicts. Examples to teach: taking a deep breath; stepping away from the argument
briefly, using a “calm voice”, saying what they need instead of blaming. If appropriate think about
allowing for some negotiation and choice. For example: ‘Would you like to do your homework before or
after tea? ’‘You can tidy up by yourself or I can help you.’ ‘Would you like to have your screentime in
the morning or the afternoon?’ Children do get told what to do quite a lot, and some (especially those
who are strong willed) like to feel that they have some control and offering choices helps with that. 
(Incredible Years programme-click the book for more) 

We have had a lot of rain lately! Adults often see it as an inconvenience don’t they, but looked at
through a child’s eyes it can be fun. So next time it’s raining why not put your waterproofs on and head
outdoors. Here’s an idea that might appeal to your little ones. 

Start a raindrop orchestra 

Take some different objects outside to see what sounds the rain makes when it falls on them. Try 
different-sized saucepans or raid your recycling for foil containers and empty tin cans. Can you hear 
heavy drumming, a soft pitter-patter or pretty tinkling sounds? Try to create as many different sounds as 
possible and make some raindrop music. 

Check out some more ideas here: 50 things to do before you're 11¾ | Kids | National Trust 

 
The free event is open to parent carers, parents, guardians and relatives of children and young people
with SEND or additional needs (diagnosed or not),as well as professionals supporting SEND families. 

Created by parent carers, for parent carers, the conference offers a calm, inclusive and flexible 
programme, with short workshops on topics including sleep, autism, sensory needs, benefits, education, 
trauma-informed practice and employment. A Marketplace of local services will be open for most of the 
day, alongside sensory workshps running throughout The event is designed to help families feel 
supported, informed and less alone. Free booking: www.pinpoint-cambs.org.uk/events 

Does your child have, or potentially have, an additional need or disability?
(www.pinpoint-cambs.org.uk) have lots of information, advice and tips. For 
Offer go to www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local-offer

Pinpoint Cambridgeshire is hosting its Annual Conference 2026 on Tuesday 10 March at 
TheBurgessHall,StIves (9:30am–2:15pm).

Pinpoint
Cambridgeshire’s Local 

Hi, my name is Jurate Trumpickiene, I’m your school’s link EIFA. As an EIFA I offer advice and strategies to
parents and carers with a Primary School aged child that may be experiencing some challenges such as routines,
sleep, sibling rivalry, challenging behaviour, worries or self-esteem. If you’d like a chance to discuss any of these 
topics, please complete our service consent form via this link: https://forms.office.com/e/MK4VD8wiFt 

Education Inclusion Family Advisor
Newsletter

March 2026 

Contact me directly on � 07767048838 or 
� Jurate.Trumpickiene@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/50-things
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/50-things
http://www.pinpoint-cambs.org.uk/events
http://www.pinpoint-cambs.org.uk/events
http://www.pinpoint-cambs.org.uk/events
http://www.pinpoint-cambs.org.uk/
http://www.pinpoint-cambs.org.uk/
http://www.pinpoint-cambs.org.uk/
http://www.pinpoint-cambs.org.uk/
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local-offer
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local-offer
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local-offer
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local-offer
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local-offer


Education Inclusion Family Advisor Team
Countywide Online Workshop Offer 

If you have any questions about our workshops, or the EIFA service in
general, please contact earlyintervention@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

The EIFA team would like to present our newly updated workshops on a 
variety of parenting and family issues for February and March. 

Please ensure you book onto each workshop 
individually by clicking on the link or 
scanning the QR code and completing the 
registration form. 

Managing
Challenging
Behaviour 

Digital Safety 

Sibling Rivalry 

Supporting Your
Child with Sleep 

Supporting Your
Child with Angry
Feelings 

Supporting Your
Child with Feelings of
Worry 

Tuesday, 3 March
2026, 12:00-13:30 

Tuesday 24 March
2026, 12:00-13:30 

Tuesday, 17 March
2026, 12:00-13:30 

Thursday, 12 March
2026, 12:00-13:30 

Tuesday, 24 February
2026, 12:00-13:30 

Thursday, 26 
February 2026, 12:00-

13:30 

Book onto this workshop at:
Microsoft Virtual Events
Powered by Teams or 

Book onto this workshop at:
Microsoft Virtual Events
Powered by Teams or 

Book onto this workshop at:
Microsoft Virtual Events
Powered by Teams or 

Book onto this workshop at:
Microsoft Virtual Events
Powered by Teams or 

Book onto this workshop at:
Microsoft Virtual Events
Powered by Teams or 

Book onto this workshop at:
Microsoft Virtual Events
Powered by Teams or 

mailto:earlyintervention@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:earlyintervention@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:earlyintervention@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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BBC Radio Cambridgeshire is searching for outstanding community
heroes for our Make a Difference Awards 2026.

Do you know someone locally who deserves recognition?
Perhaps a hard working volunteer, great neighbour, young hero, or

helpful animal?
Nominations are now open for BBC Radio Cambridgeshire’s Make a

Difference Awards 2026. The awards celebrate the incredible
individuals, groups and animals across our community who go

above and beyond to help others.

If you know someone who deserves to be recognised, we’d love to
hear about them!

Nominate via www.bbc.co.uk/makeadifference/awards
Nominations are open until Tuesday 31/03/2026.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/makeadifference/awards

